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SUBJECT: HIGHLIGHTS OF NVA OFFENSIVE-SUMMARY FOR PERIOD ENDING 
NOON MARCH 27. 

1. GENERAL. 

THE SITUATION IN AND AROUND DANANG HAS DETERIORATED 
CONSIDERABLY IN THE PAST 24 HOURS. NVA ATTACKS BEGAN THE MORNING 
OF MARCH 27 ON GVN DEFENSIVE POSITIONS SOUTH OF THE CITY, AND ONE 
RVNAF UNIT HAS ALREADY BEEN FORCED FROM ITS POSITION. WITHIN 
DANANG, PUBLIC ORDER IS DETERIORATING RAPIDLY, AND ROADS TO THE 
AIRPORT AND MARBLE MOUNTAIN PIER ARE JAMMED WITH PEOPLE. IN 
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MR 2, THE 41ST AND 42D REGTS. ALONG WITH 420 OF THE DEFENDERS OF 
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AN TUC DISTRICT, HAVE BROKEN THROUGH NVA FORCES WHICH HAD THEM 
CUT OFF AND ARE PRESUMABLY MAKING THEIR WAY TO QUI NHON. ABOUT 
1200 OF THE RANGERS IN THE PLEIKU/KONTUM CONVOY HAVE ARRIVED IN 
NHA TRANG, BUT THE FATE OF THOSE COVERING THE REAR OF THE COLUMN IS 
NOT CLEAR AND IT IS FEARED THEY MAY HAVE BEEN DESTROYED BY THE NVA. 
IN MR 3, TAY NINH IS QUIET FOLLOWING THE HEAVY NVA SHELLING IN 
THAT PROVINCE YESTERDAY. THE NVA/VC HAVE MOUNTED A NEW ASSAULT 
SUPPORTED BY TANKS AT CHON THANH. ACTIVITY IN THE DELTA REMAINS 
WIDELY SCATTERED AND HAS DECLINED. 

2. MR 1. 

THE SITUATION IN MR 1 HAS DETERIORATED RAPIDLY IN THE PAST 24 
HOURS. ON THE MORNING OF MARCH 27. TANK-SUPPORTED NVA TROOPS 
LAUNCHED AN ATTACK ON ELEMENTS OF THE 3D DIVISION IN TRANG BINH 
DISTRICT (QUANG TIN) AND QUE SON DISTRICT (QUANG NAM), BOTH OF 
WHICH ARE PART OF THE SOUTHERN DEFENSE LINE OF DANANG. THE 
TROOPS IN TRANG BINH HAVE FALLEN BACK. GVN FORCES AT FIRE 
SUPPORT BASE BALDY CAME UNDER ATTACK AS WELL, AND THEY DOUBT 
THEY CAN HOLD THEIR POSITION. 

2,500 MEMBERS OF THE 147TH MARINE BRIGADE HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFULLY 
EVACUATED BY SEA TO DANANG, AND ARE PRESENTLY BEING DEPLOYED TO 
DEFEND THE CITY. 7,100 MEMBERS OF THE 2D DIVISION AND TERRITORIALS 
AT CHU LAI HAVE BEEN EVACUATED TO DANANG AND ARE CURRENTLY BEING 
REORGANIZED. THE 1ST DIVISION IS CONTINUING TO WORK ITS WAY OVERLAND 
TO DANANG FROM HUE, AND MARINE REAR ELEMENTS ARE COVERING ITS 
WITHDRAWAL. 

IN DANANG, POLICE DESERTIONS ARE CONTRIBUTING TO PARALYSIS IN THE 
CITY. THERE IS NO TRAFFIC CONTROL, AND ROADS TO THE AIRPORT AND THE 
MARBLE MOUNTAIN PIER ARE IAMMED. GUNSHOTS ARE COMMON IN THE 
CITY, AND WERE FIRED DURING A CONFRONTATION AROUND THE WORLD 
AIRWAYS 727 EVACUATING REFUGEES FROM THE AIRPORT. SUBSEQUENTLY, 
DISCIPLINE WAS RESTORED AT THE AIRPORT AND A LATER 727 FLIGHT WAS 
LOADED AND TOOK OFF IN AN ORDERLY FASHION. 

SOME BATTALION AND REGIMENTAL COMMANDERS FROM THE 3D DIVISION 
(THE ONLY VIABLE ARVN DIVISION IN QUANG NAM AND CRITICAL TO THE 
DEFENSE OF DANANG) ARE IN DANANG MAKING ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 
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EXFILTRATION OF THEIR FAMILIES AND THEMSELVES. 

3. MR 2. 

IN MR 2, BINH DINH IS THE FOCUS OF MILITARY ACTIVITY. THE 41 ST 
AND 42D REGTS, WHICH HAD BEEN CUT OFF IN BINH KHE BY THE NVA, 

MANAGED TO BREAK THROUGH AND, WHILE FURTHER WORD IS NOT YET 
AVAILABLE, ARE PRESUMABLY ON THEIR WAY TO QUI NHON. 420 OF THE 
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1,600 DEFENDERS, WHO WERE CUT OFF WHEN AN TUC DISTRICT FELL, 

WERE LOCATED, AIRLIFTED TO THE POSITION OF THE 41ST AND 42D REGTS, 

AND ARE PROBABLY WITH THE TWO REGIMENTS. 

ABOUT 1,200 RANGERS FROM THE PLEIKU/KONTUM CONVOY HAVE 
MADE IT TO NHA TRANG. THE PRIMARY PROBLEM FACING THE MR 2 
COMMAND IS FINDING SUFFICIENT EQUIPMENT TO REFIT THE RETURNING 
TROOPS. SOME OF THE TROOPS ENTERING NHA TRANG ARE RELATIVELY 
DISCIPLINED, BUT OTHERS, INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE GROUP OF ARMED 
RANGERS, ARE NOT RESPONDING TO COMMAND CONTROL. 

THE FATE OF THE MILITARY UNITS COVERING THE REAR OF THE CONVOY, 
WHICH INCLUDE ELEMENTS OF THE 6TH, 22D, AND 25TH RANGER GROUPS, 

IS NOT CLEAR. IT IS FEARED THEY MAY HAVE BEEN DESTROYED BY NVA 
FORCES. 

4. MR 3. 

THE NVA HAVE LAUNCHED A NEW ATTACK, SUPPORTED BY TANKS, 

ON THE GVN FORCES AT CHON THANH. NO OTHER DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE 
AT THIS TIME. THE SITUATION IS QUIET IN TAY NINH FOLLOWING 
YESTERDAY S WIDESPREAD SHELLING. THE DISTRICT CAPITAL OF BINH KHANH 
IN EASTERN LONG KHANH HAS APPARENTLY BEEN OVERRUN. RADIO CONTACT 
WAS LOST ON MARCH 26, AND SEVENTY OF THE DEFENDERS HAVE ARRIVED AT 
A NEARBY OUTPOST. ABOUT 750 OF THE 1,400 RF/PF FROM THE HOAI DUC 
AREA HAVE RETURNED TO GOVERNMENT LINES. THEY CAME UPON A LARGE 
NVA/VC REAR BASE DURING THEIR RETURN, AND DESTROYED FOUR TRUCKS, 
SIX TONS OF ASSORTED AMMO, 100 AK-47S AND A 75 MM RECOILESS 
RIFLE. 

5. MR-4. 

ACTIVITY IN THE DELTA DECLINED SLIGHTLY AND REMAINS WIDELY 
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SCATTERED. 

6. ICCS. 

ALL BUT TWO ICCS PERSONNEL HAVE WITHDRAWN FROM THE ICCS 
REGION II HQ AT DANANG. THE REMAINING TWO PLAN TO DEPART 
MARCH 28. 

WARNING NOTICE: SENSITIVE INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHOD 
INVOLVED. NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION. 
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